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SUBJ: THIRD MEETING OF MTN TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP, OCT 20-23, 
CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING UP 

1. THERE FOLLO'WS CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING-UP AND RECORD OE DECISIONS 
TAKEN AT THIRD MEETING OE MTN TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP HELD GENEVA 
OCT 20-23. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

1. THE GROUP "TROPICAL PRODUCTS " HELD ITS THIRD MEETING DURING 
THE PERIOD 20-23 OCTOBER 2975, TO CARRY FORWARD THE NEGOTIATIONS 
ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GUIDELINES AGREED AT 
ITS INITIAL MEETING (MTN/TP/1) AND THE DECISIONS TAKEN AT THE 
SECOND MEETING (MTN/TP/3). THE GROUP AGREED TO INVITE THE SECRE- 
TARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS MEET- 
ING AS AN OBSERVER. 

2. THE GROUP HEARD STATEMENT EROM MANY DELEGATIONS IN CONNEXION 
WITH THE REVIEW OF PROGRESS MADE IN THE CONSULTATIONS ON THE RE- 
QUEST LISTS FOR CONCESSIONS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS SUBMITTED BY DE- 
VELOPING COUNTRIES. ALL WHO SPOKE REEERRED TO THE USEEULNESS OF 
THESE CONSULTATIONS IN CLARIFYING, EXAMINING AND DISCUSSING THE 
NATURE AND DETAIL OF INDIVIDUAL REQUEST LISTS EOR CONCESSIONS. IT 
WAS MENTIONED BY SOME DELEGATIONS THAT THEY SAW THIS AS A NECES- 
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SARY STAGE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS N TROPICAL PRODUCTS WHICH WOULD 
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HELP THEIR AUTHORITIES IN THE EORMULATIONOE INITIAL OFEERS ON 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS AT AN EARLY DATE. 

3. SOME DELEGATIONS INDICATED THAT IN THE LIGHT OE A PRELIMINARY 
ASSESSMENT, THEIR AUTHORITIES WERE CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OP 
REDUCING TARIPPS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS GENERALLY BY INCLUDING THEM 
IN THEIR RESPECTIVE GSP SCHEMES ALTHOUGH SOME OP THESE AUTHORI- 
TIES MAY ALSO MAKE OFEERS ON AN MEN BASIS. SOME OTHER DELEGA- 
TIONS, WHILE NOT EXCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY THAT CERTAIN ITEMS MAY 
BE COVERED BY THEIR GENERALIZED SCHEMES OF PREFERENCES STATED 
THAT, IN THE CONTEXT OP THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS, OP- 
PERS BY THEIR AUTHORITIES WOULD BE IN THE FORM OF MFN CONCESSIONS. 

4. A NUMBER OP DELEGATIONS INDICATED SOME CONCERN, ON THE BASIS 
OP THE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES TO WHICH THEIR REQUEST LISTS 
HAD BEEN ADDRESSED, THAT INITIAL OFEERS MAY COVER ONLY A LIMITED 
RANGE OP PRODUCTS. THEY HOPED THAT THIS WOULD NOT PROVE TO BE THE 
CASE WHEN INITIAL OPPERS WERE ACTUALLY TABLED. THESE DELEGATIONS 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE OPPERS COVERING TARIFPS AND 
NON-TARIPF MEASURES WITH SUBSTANTIAL PRODUCT COVERAGE. 

5. IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT SO 
PAR SUBMITTED THEIR INITIAL REQUESTS, THOSE WHO WISHED TO REVISE 
THEIR INITIAL REQUESTS, OR REQUESTING COUNTRIES NOT HAVING PRO- 
VIDED THE CLARIPICATIONS SOUGHT, SHOULD DO SO AT THE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE DATE. IT WAS NOTED THAT IT REMAINED OPEN POR REQUESING 
COUNTRIES TO SUBMIT ADDITIONAL REQUESTS LISTS ON TROPICAL PRO- 
DUCTS. 

6. THE GROUP EXAMINED ARRANGEMENTS INCLUDING THE QUESTION OP ES- 
TABLISHING A TIME-TABLE POR THE PRESENTATION AND CIRCULATION OF 
INITIAL OFFERS, HAVING REGARD TO THE DESIRABILITY OP ACHIEVING 
CONCRETE RESULTS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 3 OP THE GUIDELINES FOR THE ORGANIZATION OP NEGOTIATIONS 
ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS (MTN/TP/I). 

7. HAVING REGARD TO THE IMPORTANCE ATTACHED BY ALL DELEGATIONS TO 
SECURING SUBSTANTIAL OPFERS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS IN VIEW OP THE 
PACT THAT IT IS A SPECIAL AND PRIORITY SECTOR, THE GROUP AGREED 
THAT INITIAL OPPERS SHOULD BE TABLED BY ALL PARTICIPANTS TO WHICH 
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REQUESTS HAD BEEN ADDRESSED, BY 1 MARCH, 1976. ONE DELEGATION 
INDICATED THAT IT WOULD DO ITS UTMOST TO COMPLETE ITS DOMESTIC 
LEGAL PROCEDURES SO AS TO BE IN A POSITION TO PRESENT ITS OPFERS 
BY THIS DATE. THE GROUP STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OP THIS DATE BE- 
ING RESPECTED BY ALL PARTICIPANTS. 

8. IN THE CONTEXT OP THE AGREEMENT REGARDING THE TIME-TABLE POR 
THE PRESENTATION OF INITIAL OFFERS, THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE PRO- 
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CESS OF CONSULTATIONS ON THE REQUEST LISTS SHOULD CONTINUE WITH A 
VIEW TO COMPLETING THE CLARIFICATION AND EXAMINATION OF THESE 
LISTS AND IN PARTICULAR PROVIDING SUBSTANTIVE PRELIMINARY REAC- 
TIONS ON THE REQUESTS. 

9. IT WAS ALSO NOTED IN THIS CONNEXION THAT PLURILATERAL CONSUL- 
TATIONS BETWEEN EXPORTING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND THE COUNTRY OR 
COUNTRIES TO WHICH REQUEST LISTS HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED, COULD BE AR- 
RANGED WHERE CONSIDERED USEFUL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES 
AGREED AT THE JUNE 1975 MEETING OF THE GROUP (MTN/TP/3, PARA 4(III)). 

10. THE GROUP SONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF THE CIRCULATION OF INI- 
TIAL OFFER LISTS. IT WAS UNABLE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON THIS MATTER 
AND DECIDED TO TAKE IT UP FOR DECISION AT ITS MEXT MEETING. 

1 1 . IT WAS PROPOSED IN THE LIGHT OF THE PROCEDURES GENERALLY FOL- 
LOWED IN PAST NEGOTIATIONS AND THE GUIDELINES LAID DOWN IN MTN/TP/ 

1, THAT THE OFFERS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS COULD BE EXPECTED TO PRO- 
VIDE, INTER ALIA, THE FOLLOWING DETAILS IN AN APPROPRIATE FORMAT: 
TARIFF ITEM NUMBER, DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT, RATE OF DUTY AS AT ... 
(MFN:GSP), COUNTRIES REQUESTING TARIFF CONCESSIONS, REQUESTED 
RATE OF DUTY (MTN, GSP, OTHER) AND TARIFF CONCESSIONS OFFERED; 

WITH RESPECT TO NON-TARIFF MEASURES COUNTRIES REQUESTING CONCES- 
SIONS, CONCESSIONS REQUESTED AND NON-TARIFF CONCESSIONS OFFERED. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT THE DETAILS OF THE PROCEDURE AND FORMAT WOULD 
BE DECIDED AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP. 

12. THE GROUP WOULD AT ITS NEXT MEETING BEGINNING 10 FEBRUARY 1975 

(A) REVIEW THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE CONSULTATIONS; 

(B) TAKE A DECISION ON THE QUESTION OF THE CIRCULATION OF OF- 
FERS AND THE FORMAT; 

(C) ADDRESS ITSELF TO QUESTIONS COVERED BY SECTIONS 1(V), (IX) 

AND 2(III) OF THE GUIDELINES; 
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(D) DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR CARRYING FOR- 
WARD THE NEGOTIATIONS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF 
SECURING THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE IMPLEMENTATION OF CONCESSIONS ON 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS. 

END TEXT.WALKER 
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